864         PAURANIC AGE : ALBEKUNI.
"The earth revolves, the hea\fen does not turn round as
appears to our eyes." (Ch. XXVI) Roundness of the
earth is known. The circumference of the earth is
stated to be 4,800 Yojanas. (Chap. XXXI.) Hindus know
the precession of the equinoxes (Chap. LVI) and the
helaica! rising of Canopus. The wisest Hindu is not
free from superstition. Their most advanced notions
of astronomy are mixed up with silly conceptions and
ancient myths,"
Hindu Geography is almost murdered. Chap. XXI,
is quoted from the Matsya Purana The Vayu Puran
gives a correct geography of India and its neighbour-
hood. (Chap XXIX.)
In arithmetical notation, no nation j/oes beyond the
thousand, but the Hindus extend the names of the orders
to 18th which is called Parardha. (Chap. XVL)
Various Scripts are current. The Siddha-watrika.
is current in Kashmir and Benares, The N&gara is
used in Malwa, The Ardha Nagara, the Marw&ri, the
Sindhava, the Karnata, the Andiiri, the Draviri, the
Gauri (Bengali) &c, are current in those countries, The
writing materials are palm-leaves, birch-feaves in North
and Central India. (Chap. XVI.)
The medical science is the monopoly of a few,
There is much superstition even in it, Hindus culture
also Rasayana (Chemistry).
Alberuni gives a brief account of the Sankhya and
other schools cf Hindu philosophy : gives a meagre
sketch of Buddhism. He makes no mention of Tantnc
religion or literature.